preventing homelessness
& hunger since 1983

PROVIDING LIFE'S
NECESSITIES

Candles, Memories & Hope
Throngs of candieholders it the night
along the Waest Hollywood Memorial Walk
on World AIDS Day. - page &

or over 22 years, Aid For AIDS

(AFA) has provided the light
of hope and stability to over
15,000 men, women and children.
AFA's mission is to prevent home-
lessness and hunger and to
improve quality of life and inde-
pendent living for those impover-
ished and disabled by HIV/AIDS.
Whether an individual has become
overwhelmed and isolated, or a
family is facing extraordinary diffi-
culties, AFA helps eligible clients
with programs for rental, mortgage
and utility assistance, home-deliv-
ered food, and pharmaceuticals.
ATFA has one of the oldest contin-
uously running AIDS assistance
programs in the US. and has built
linkages with more than 50 other
regional service providers. With a
focus on mission and careful fiscal
management, AFA has been able
to apply over 90% of revenues to
client programs. Last fiscal yeat,
assistance was provided to 1,981
households, including 571 depend-
ent children. Unfortunately AFA%s
critical assistance is increasing for
households in a widening range of
communities  throughout Los
Angeles County.
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Toy Box Party Brings Gifts to Many

he Toy Box Party is an annual, fun bash attended by hundreds of in-the-know Angelenos.

Admission is an unwrapped, new toy that is donated to needy children. Party event chair, Dana
Miller, invited AFA to be a beneficiary of the the Toy Box Party in 2005 and to help coordinate the
toy distribution for the second year. Last year, AFA coordinated the complex project of identifying
client families with children all over Los Angeles County through its own client list and those of its
affiliated social service organizations. AFA staff sorted and distributed hundreds of toys.

The 2004 Toy Box Party and toy distribution was successful despite rain. Tom Gregory and David
Bohnett graciously provided their estate grounds and an enormous tent. It was decorated for the
holidays with poinsettias, a towering Christmas tree, and oversized toys that recalled days of Lily
Tomlin’s Edith Ann. Over two hundred attended the holiday party. - conFinued on page ¢

Revealing the Personal Side of AFA

With support from AFA, Alicia Grews Rhoden got her life and health back on track. After moving from a hospice to
her own apartment, she attended scheol and graduated thres ysars age with a degres in Drug and Alcohol Gounssling.

n 1985, Alicia was surprised to discover that she was HIV+, unaware that her husband was

already infected. He died of AIDS in 1994. Overwhelmed with the responsibility of raising her
two daughters alone in Los Angeles, Alicia fell into cycles of homelessness for the next few yeats.
Teen pregnancy and drug abuse became unwelcome components in the lives of her family. Her
health continued to deteriorate, and she expetienced seizures due to epilepsy. By 1997, Alicia was
diagnosed with AIDS and went into a hospice. She fell into a depression and began wasting away.
Feeling hopeless, Alicia believed that she was on the verge of dying. However, the time spent at
the hospice allowed her to reflect on her life. - cordfinued on poage &

2005 Best In Drag Show!

midst towering costumes of feathers, sequins, and ingenious engineering, a panel of celebri-
ty judges laughed all the way to their selection of the Miss Best in Drag Show 2005 from
seven contestants at the Wilshire-Ebell Theatre on Sunday night, October 16th. This outrageous
beauty pageant brought in over $235,000 to benefit Aid For AIDS. Getting a seat at this hot event
was 2s difficult as squeezing the contestants into
those costumes - this year it sold out within days.

Judges included: Kathy Griffin who opened the
show for the third year, Loni Anderson, Melinda
Clarke, Jennifer Coolidge, Marcia Cross, Caroline |
Rhea, Toti Spelling, Holland Taylot, Rachel True,
and Jo Anne Worley.

Best In Drag Show, emceed by Patrick Rush, is a
labor of love by a group of friends whose
remarkable talents bring just the right combina
tion of brilliant polish and charm. Each year, the

Commentators Todd Sherry as lda Dunham (L)
event takes about seven months to prepare, from

and Jeffrey Drew as Lotta Slots with Master of
Ceremonies Patrick Rush.

claborate costumes and - conTinued on page &





































