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Femme in the CityCatch & Release
•  society  •

BY DARRAH DE JOUR
recently took to a kitty to celebrate
my friend Martha’s birthday—Miss
Kitty, that is. Donning black
Express pants, a new taupe see-

through T-shirt with the pattern of a
woman holding a purse like a weapon, I
drove to a loft-style office building in
Hollywood and endured the teaser
cocktails that accompany a pre-
party. There, we printed up hun-
dreds of fliers to attain free admis-
sion to a place that I was a pinch
skeptical and a handful hesitant to
visit.

What I’d heard about Miss Kitty’s
was similar to what I’d heard
about having gay sex for the first
time. It can be scary and uncom-
fortable, but afterward you’ll
know if it’s your scene. There are
no in-and-outs at Miss Kitty’s;
instead, once you’ve passed
through the archway and into
the black fetish ball, you are no
longer a virgin and you can
never re-tape your cherry. You
can’t even go for fresh air
between lunges.

As I waved Batman fingers over my eyes
to Smashing Pumpkins’ “1979,” bisexual
porn ran over shards of glass visible on
the wall. I couldn’t help but wonder: if we
can dance with ease beside exposed sex
acts leaping off triangular-shaped mirrors,
are we also desensitized to love staring
back at us from a triangular-shaped face?

A British blonde in our group mentioned
that she is currently dating five different
men. However, each of them has a fault
or flaw that prevents her from committing
to them any further than dinner, sex and
the occasional late-night flick. When
asked what they were, she offered details
like “His arms are too short” or “His accent
bothers me.” But, surely these are things
a girl can overcome in her own mind,
right?  

Apparently not. Martha made the point
that perhaps this is an issue of intimacy—
pickiness as a defense mechanism—
while Brit made away with the idea that it
had to do with her prowl for something
more serious.

Have we become so picky that even a

great catch could slip from our fingers if
her or his fins are as scaly as blended fab-
ric?  

While I chalk up my last ended relation-
ship to timing, I still ruminate about her.
Nonetheless, she is not in my bed and,
regardless of my midnight texts from Miss
Kitty’s saying, “I miss you,” she is not
standing beside me or trumpeting herself
on the bar like the gladiators pouring alco-
hol down the throats of the DJs, Tijuana-
style. Instead, she is home asleep. And
the reasons why are too numerous to
mention and too complicated to under-
stand.

Perhaps love, like Suzanne Farrell’s plié,
is the first thing you learn and the last
thing you master. 
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BY SHANON MCCABE
o you like to lavish yourself with bodily pleas-
ure? On Thursday, Nov. 16, Aid for AIDS—a
provider of direct financial assistance to indi-
viduals and families living with HIV/AIDS—is

offering a Spa Day benefit to provide much-needed aid
to its clients. 

What is Spa Day? According to Danny Levy, develop-
ment manager of Aid for AIDS, Spa Day is “self-grati-
fying, but also selfless. It is a one-day pampering event
that benefits people often below the poverty level and
without basic needs, living with
HIV/AIDS and their families.” 

Spa Day is simple. On Nov. 16,
49 day spas, hotel/resort spas
and high-end salons through-
out New York City, Miami, Fort
Lauderdale, Dallas, Southern
California (including Los Angeles) and Northern
California will give massages or facials to participants
and will contribute a portion of their sales to Aids for
AIDS and its beneficiaries.

But if you’re too busy to attend or would like to buy a
spa package as a holiday gift, Spa Day gift certificates
are also available. Gift certificates, which also raise
money to benefit those living with HIV/AIDS, can be
purchased in person, via phone or on the Web from
participating spas prior to or on Nov. 16. In giving gift
certificates to yourself, your friends, co-workers and
family, you will also be generously giving to people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS. 

Visit the Spa Day Web site (spaday.org) to find a par-
ticipating spa and salon near you. Then, simply call
and make an appointment for Thursday, Nov. 16. For
more information about Aid for AIDS, call (323) 656-
1107 or visit the Aid for AIDS Web site.

aidforaids.net
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Aid for AIDS Spa
Day: Indulge
Yourself By

Helping Others
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